
17th March 2017 

This Week 

We have enjoyed a number theme week focusing on estimation and capacity.  We have talked 
about how making estimates, or ‘having a sensible guess’, can help us in many practical 

contexts.  We explored what helps us to estimate such as considering known facts, we then 
encouraged the children to check their estimates by counting/measuring.  We have also 

explored capacity and the associated vocabulary e.g. empty, nearly empty, half full, nearly full, 
full, overflowing.  We have ordered containers by capacity and began to explore whether the 
appearance of a container can always be relied upon in this task.  We have used pasta and 

water (non-standard units) to explore capacity and have only mentioned standard units, litres, 
millilitres as new vocabulary.  In our cooking the children each made a sandwich using cress 

that they grew in a previous weeks growing experiment. 

Next Week 

We are going to be thinking about solving problems! The children will be working in small groups 
to solve challenges such as connecting and moving water/sand, or constructing something with 

others. The children will be negotiating, planning, listening and sharing all whilst playing and 
having fun! In our carpet session we will explore what to do when we come across something 

tricky – how can we solve the problem?  

 

 

Books of the Week 

You’re All My favourites 

Nothing Like a Puffin 

Dog’s don’t do Ballet 

 

 Stay and play! 

Our next session will be on Tuesday 21st March, 
due to several requests the focus will be on the 

teaching of phonics in Nursery.   The following stay 
and play session will focus on mathematics. The 
leaflet coming home today has some ideas for 
helping your child learn about mathematical 

concepts through everyday activities. We hope it is 
useful, please ask us for more information if you 

need it.  

 

New staff appointments 

We are delighted to announce that we have recruited two very experienced teaching assistants 
who will join us after the Easter holidays.  We welcome Mrs. Sharp who previously worked in our 
Nursery and Ashleigh for over 10 years before she left for maternity leave.  Mrs. Sharp is highly 

experienced in working in early years and we are delighted to welcome her back, she will be 
working morning sessions.  We also welcome Miss. Scott who was previously a Nursery Deputy 

Manager for seventeen years in a large day care setting, Miss. Scott also brings with her a 
wealth of experience and passion for early years teaching and learning, she will support our  
afternoon sessions.  Both Mrs. Sharp and Miss. Scott will be with us throughout the day on 

Thursday 30th March and we would like to invite you to come along between 8.30 and 11.00 or 
12.00 and 2.30 during the session to meet them and take part in an Easter themed craft too.
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  PATHS update 

Our focus has been self-esteem and compliments and we will be moving onto sharing, caring 
and friendship next.  Building children’s self-esteem is key to PATHS and so every day in each 

class across the school there is a PATHS person of the day. The child will do special tasks 
throughout the session but most importantly will receive their compliments at the end of the day. 
We are always impressed at the compliments that children give each other giving much thought  

to the values of for example, kindness, respect and positive behaviours. 

. 

 

Local area walk 

We would like to thank everyone who accompanied the children on the walk, without your 
support we are unable to make these events happen.  We were delighted to hear about many of 

your own investigations of the local area through your home/nursery link and activity books. 

 

Home/Nursery Links 

 Weekly activity book – please return before Friday so a new challenge can be sent home.  

 Love the moment – look at the stars and wonder. 

 Estimate how many different items fit in the same pot. 

 Estimate handfuls of different items and check by counting. 

 Explore the capacity of different containers and explore the associated language as 
described above.  How many jugs will fill a container, change the size of the jug and 
estimate again.  

 Make a collage using naturally found objects. 

 Make a hand print and compare to other handprints, how are they different? 

 Talk about your dreams – what would your child like to be when they are grown up, what 
might they have to do to realise that dream? 
 

Parent consultations 
It was so lovely to see so many of you this week, there are only a couple of families left to meet 
with.  It is always such a pleasure to report on the great progress that the children are making.  
Everyday home experiences are so important too, so please  continue to share stories, bake, 
encourage mark making, notice signs/labels, observe the seasons, talk about feeling…. 
 

Important Dates 

 Tuesday 21st March - stay and play for the first hour of the session. 

 Thursday 30th March – meet the new Nursery staff drop in session. 

 Monday 3rd – Tuesday 18th April 2017- Easter holidays (School closed). 

 

Please remember that we are always available for a quick chat at the start or end of the session, 
however, if you would like a longer discussion then please let us know so that we can arrange a 

suitable time. 
 

Mrs. Lacey & Mrs. Sprake 


