
21st July 2017 

Final message 
 

It seems hard to believe that this is the last newsletter of the school year, the summer term  
has certainly passed quickly by, but looking back over the last year, we have had  

many highlights!  Thank you for the positive comments received regarding your child’s end of  
year report. 

 
We have had a fantastic, yet busy week; the children are definitely ready for well earnt rest. 

 

 

Books of the Week 

 

Oh the Places You’ll Go 

Owl Babies 

Lovely Old Lion  

I’m Special I’m Me! 

 

 Biscuits! 

 

We hope that the children enjoyed their 
Ashleigh Stars biscuits – lovingly made by 

Mrs. Sprake 

 

 

 

 
Special Thanks 

 
We are so grateful to all of you who have helped throughout the year in a range of different 

ways; we really do appreciate your support which is invaluable to us!  We have loved looking at 
your home/nursery link books – thank you, the books will be amazing records of learning for 

your child to treasure and reflect upon! 
 

Thank you from us all for your card, gifts and well wishes, we really appreciate these. 

 

 

 
Staff 

 
To the Nursery staff of 2016-2017, Penny Cowdry, Claire Traferri, Chloe Sharp, Vicky Gray, 

Debbie Barrett, Karin Ethridge, Emma Robinson.  They have done such an amazing job, I am 
sure you will join us in thanking them for their continued support, hard work and commitment in 

making the children’s Nursery experience such a special and memorable one. 
 

We would also like to thank all our wonderful students and volunteers who have been utterly 
brilliant. 

 

 

Ashleigh Nursery 

Newsletter 



 

 

Home/Nursery Links 

Please see the attached list of suggested activities to complete during the summer holidays! 

 Don’t forget to complete the activities from the transition books during the holidays, you 
will find them in the pack.   

 Over the summer continue to talk about what the children are looking forward to 
exploring or learning when in Reception. 

 They may like to make their very own story sack where they collect items related to their 
favourite story and use these to retell and explore the story with friends etc.  

 Encourage activities to support motor skill development e.g. using a decorating paint 
brush and making patterns with water outside, using chunky chalks to make a hop scotch 
grid, using bubble wands, mark making in the sand or mud, cooking, threading, puzzles. 

 Keep practising having a go at name writing, recording numbers and being independent 
in dressing. 

 Keep looking for numbers in the environment, practising careful counting, estimating, 
recognising numbers and using and applying them in everyday contexts.   

 Play games of eye spy, sound searches, stop for listening moments.   

 Make a memory stick recording your year in nursery. 
 

 
All that remains for us to say is that we hope you have a very safe and happy holiday and  

we wish the children a very successful year in Reception!  
 
 

 It really has been our privilege to teach such amazing children! 
 

Mrs. Lacey & Mrs. Sprake  
 

 

 



Top Tips’ to Boost Learning in School Holidays 

 

How can parents and schools ensure that children keep on learning during the holidays! 

Follow these ‘top tips’ for using the holidays to boost learning: 

 Get out and about: Use day trips and holidays to give children new experiences. These can be 

low cost, e.g. trips to the park, the countryside or the city. Visit museums, art galleries and 

places of interest in your local area. 

 Keep a daily diary or scrapbook to write an account of your day. Create your diary to give to 

grandparents or other family members. Record places visited and keep photographs, leaflets 

and tickets. Write a summary of a visit and illustrate with drawings or pictures. Draw a map of 

the area visited or a plan of a castle or old building. Write a postcard to practise letter writing 

skills. 

 Discover your back garden. Observe trees, flowers, pebbles, rocks and try to draw them. 

 Construct tents, dens, rockets, castles, dungeons, etc. using boxes, blankets and junk and use 

your imagination to create a story. 

 Go shopping. Spend your pocket money and work out how much you spend, how much change 

you need, etc. 

 Visit the local library. Enrol in the ‘Summer Reading Challenge’ during the long summer break. 

 Be creative. Indoors: use crayons, paints, junk modelling, plasticine and play-doh. Practise 

some of those ‘tricky’ spellings using creative materials. Outdoors: use chalks on garden paths, 

make models with twigs, stones, leaves and flowers. Find a pebble in your garden or on the 

beach and paint it. 

 Never mind the weather! Summer weather is unpredictable but don’t let it stop you getting out 

and about. Put on a raincoat and wellies, take an umbrella and make some fun outside. 

 Go online (at home or at the library). Offer school log-in details for websites, e.g. Education City, 

Nessy, Lexia, Mathletics. Search for good online websites, e.g. www.oxfordowl.co.uk to find an 

online book or bbc.co.uk/education/highlights/sections/primary  for a range of interesting 

activities in all school subjects. 

 Join a Holiday Club to play and learn with other children. 

Useful Links: 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies 

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/3-5-years/counting 

 http://www.ictgames.com/ 

 

http://entrust-ed.com/2N6Y-13OZH-4T9J0H-LQ8SA-1/c.aspx
http://entrust-ed.com/2N6Y-13OZH-4T9J0H-LQ8SB-1/c.aspx
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/3-5-years/counting

