
21st September 2018  

 

This week 

We have been learning all about ourselves and our new Nursery. The children have had 
a go at making faces using playdough and collage materials. The Nursery staff have 
enjoyed sharing the “All about me” books with the children and their friends. We have 

continued to learn the Nursery rules for keeping us safe and happy. In our maths inputs 
we have had fun acting out and singing counting songs such as “5 little speckled frogs” 
and “Zoom, zoom, zoom”. We also visited the farm and collected two eggs, one squash 

and ten tomatoes, which the children were very excited about! 
 

 

Next week 

We will begin our main topic for this half term all about Autumn. Next week we will start 
by looking closely at leaves and conkers and other collections of Autumn artefacts. 

Through the week we will explore Autumn through stories and art. In our maths work we 
will begin learning how to count accurately to find out how many objects we have. In the 
garden and farm we will be exploring the kind of jobs we need to do at this time of year, 

such as harvesting fruit and vegetables and collecting leaves.  

   

 

Self-Registration 
 

From Monday you will notice the children have new self-registration circles with their 
photo and name. These will be laid out on the carpet area in each room, please 

encourage your child to look for their photo and name to put into our basket to show 
they are here today. 

 

 

Absence 

If your child is going to be absent from Nursery for any reason, please call the school 
office on 01953 602410 by 9am.   

There is an answer machine where you can leave a message if you are calling before 
8am.   Thank you. 
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Tapestry 

You will soon receive log on information for our online learning journal system 
“Tapestry”, where you will receive photographs and links to show what your child has 
been learning at Nursery. Please bear with us whilst we set this up and get everyone 

registered on the system. 

In the meantime, if you have any concerns or need further information on any aspect of 
your child’s day or development please write in the red communication book and we will 

write back. 

 

 

Lunches – wise pay update 

Everyone should now have received their wisepay log on to order lunches. Please 
contact Mrs Howard in the school office if you have any problems with using this 

system. 

 

School Photographs 
School photographs are scheduled for Monday 8th October.  

Nursery will have the opportunity to have individual photographs taken during their 
normal session that day. If your child does not normally attend Nursery at these times 
you are welcome to bring your child for their school photograph at 12.30pm, via the 

school office.  
Please email nursery@ashleighprimary.net if you are planning to bring your child in for 

the photograph.  
Unfortunately we are unable to include Nursery siblings in the family group photographs 

this year, this is logistically unfeasible given the numbers of children and varying 
session times.  The PTA are planning to arrange a separate photographer after school, 

details to be confirmed, so families with Nursery and School children have the 
opportunity for a full family photograph. 

 

 

Cooking  
Throughout the year, we try to cook with the children regularly, it is such a fantastic 

activity for learning all sorts of skills. We have basic ingredients in Nursery but we like to 
be ambitious in our cooking! If you are able to donate £1 per half term towards our 

cooking funds we can buy extra ingredients to make our cooking more exciting. Last 
year we enjoyed making gingerbread men, sandwiches, cupcakes, crumble, smoothies, 
lollies and soup! We will have a cooking fund pot on the door of each room next week. 

Many thanks for your support. 
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Outside Area 
In the area between the Nursery rooms we have a “loose parts” play area where the 

children can create, explore and build with different materials. We are looking to 
develop this area further and wondered if anyone has any spare materials to help us 

make this area a more exciting place to play, in particular we are looking for  

 Quick drying materials such as organza, fleece blankets and shower curtains  

 Tarpaulins  

  Tough buckets  

 Cable drums or reels  

 Strong, thick cardboard tubes 

 Tubes, guttering and funnels hosepipe, pipes  

 Netting  

 Bicycle tyres   

  Old suitcases  

 Metal jugs/spoons/dishes 

 Other interesting and durable items  
Please let Mrs Sprake know if you think you can help!  

 
Please help us to keep our outside area tidy and safe.  Please do not move crates, tyres 

or blocks in our outside learning space.  Please also supervise older and younger 
siblings and ensure they are not climbing on railings, walls or temporary barriers in the 

Nursery courtyard space.  
 

 

Learning links at home 

 Can you sing a number rhyme? As you sing can you use your fingers to count 
and show the correct amounts? Are the numbers getting bigger or smaller? 
 

 Autumn – help us with our Autumn topic by bringing in some lovely coloured 
leaves, acorns, conkers, pine cones, seed pods or anything else about 
Autumn you can find while out and about. 
 

 Talk about our Nursery rules and think about whether you have similar rules 
at home to keep you safe. Our Nursery rules are; 

o        We take turns 
o        We walk in Nursery 
o        We listen to each other 
o        We share our toys 
o        We use kind hands, feet and words 
o        We keep our Nursery tidy  

 

 We have a home art board in Nursery – could you draw/paint/collage a 
picture for our Nursery wall? 

 

 

 



Funding 

Funding forms have been given to your child, please complete and return these as soon 
as possible. 

Please make sure you check and update your 30 hours funding code regularly.  

You need to reconfirm your eligibility every three months on the government 
gateway website.  

More information is available via your government gateway online account. Please ask 
Monica in the school office if you have any funding queries. 

 

Invoices for additional sessions will be sent out by half term. 

 

 

Holiday Policy  

Due to the changes in government policy relating to Nursery funding we no longer 
receive payment when children are absent from Nursery due to holiday.   

If you are planning a holiday during term time we will require a four week notice period 
and you will be invoiced for the hours lost. 

 

 

Drop in sessions availability 

We have permanent spaces available on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

We have lunch spaces available each day. 

Also, we often have spaces available in sessions due to children’s known absence. 
Children who already attend our Nursery are welcome to book an extra session on a 

one off basis if space is available for that day (there may be a cost involved depending 
on your number of funded hours). 

Please contact Monica in the school office at nursery@ashleighprimary.net for further 
information. 

 

 

Important dates 

Monday 8th 0ctober – Nursery individual photographs 

Wednesday 17th October – School closes for half term 

Please also see the main school newsletter for important dates. 
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The Nursery Team 

 

    

Mrs Sprake Mrs Roberts Mrs Cowdry Miss Pratt 

    

   

 

Miss Bruce Mrs Scott Mrs Robinson  

 

Mrs Robinson is with us in Butterfly room at morning drop off.  

 

Mrs Cowdry also greets the children attending Breakfast sessions with us and Miss Pratt 
looks after the Nursery children attending after school club. They will be happy to discuss 

your child’s Nursery day with you at drop off or pick up too.  

 

Please remember that we are always available for a quick chat at the start or end of the 
session, however, if you would like a longer discussion then please let us know so that we 

can arrange a suitable time. 

 

Mrs. Sprake


