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English Intent Statement

Ashleigh aims to equip every child with a high-quality education in English which will 
teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas 
and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can 
communicate with them. As a school, we want to promote high standards of 
language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken 
and written word and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading 
for enjoyment. 

Reading
Skills Experiences

At Ashleigh, we are aware that it is 
essential for pupils to develop a 
competence in fluency and 
comprehension in order to be a successful 
reader. To have skilled fluency, the child 
needs to have the skills of decoding and 
the speedy recognition of familiar printed 
words. High quality comprehension is 
drawn from linguistic knowledge and the 
child’s knowledge of the world. At 
Ashleigh, comprehension skills are 
developed through high quality discussions 
within the classroom and from reading a 
wide range of fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry. Children will be encouraged to 
read widely across a range of genres, time 
periods and cultures to develop their 
knowledge of the world in which they live 
and to establish an appreciation and love 
of reading. 

¸ Weekly library visit for every child
¸ Regular whole class guided reading
¸ Daily class reader
¸ Annual author visit
¸ Annual book fair to enable children 

to spend book token
¸ Visit to local book shop
¸ Visit to local library
¸ World Book Day

Writing
Skills Experiences

Throughout a child’s time at Ashleigh, they 
will be taught the skills for effective 
composition of writing. This involves 
forming, articulating and communicating 
ideas, and then organising them 
coherently for a reader. This requires 
clarity, awareness of the audience, 
purpose and context, and an increasingly 
wide knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar. This skill is developed through 
evaluating a piece of writing designed for 
a specific purpose to form ‘toolkits’ to aid 

¸ Brilliant Club (Year 5)
¸ Visit from newspaper reporter
¸ Annual author visit
¸ T4W learn texts
¸ Write to Pen Pal (Year 3)
¸ Write letters to teachers (Year 4)
¸ Write a fact book for parents (Year 

1)
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their own writing. Children will be taught to 
write for a wide range of purposes and will 
be able to adapt the tone and style of 
their writing to reflect their audience.  
These skills will be present across fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry.

Phonics
Skills Experiences

Starting in nursery, we teach a structured 
phonics programme which equips children 
with the skills to be able to decode to read 
and encode to spell. 

¸ Real books which show how 
phonics in used in real life contexts
(Storytime Phonics)

¸ Multi sensory approach to learn new 
sounds – caption actions

¸ Play based games in Early Years

SPaG
Skills Experiences

Opportunities to enhance children’s 
grammar and punctuation will arise 
naturally from their reading and writing. As 
these skills increase, pupils will begin to 
understand the relationships between 
words and the effect that punctuation has 
on a sentence. Through their writing and 
speech, they should be taught to use 
Standard English and make effective 
punctuation and grammatical choices. 
The skills of using these effectively will be 
heavily developed during writing lessons; 
with emphasis on the creation of toolkits. 
Effective spelling is reliant on knowing the 
relationship between sounds and letters 
(phonics) and understanding the 
morphology and orthography of words. 
Through weekly spellings, children are 
taught these concepts.

¸ T4W style model texts to show how 
to be successful

¸ Read as a reader whole class

Handwriting
Skills Experiences

At Ashleigh, we ensure children can write 
fluently, neatly, legibly and with speed. 

¸ Watch teacher model expectations
¸ Access to good examples


