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ASHLEIGH NEWS 

YOU ARE ALL ASHLEIGH STARS 

Welcome to the first issue of Ashleigh 

News. This week has been strange for us all 

and the staff at Ashleigh want you to know 

that we are all thinking of you. We thought it 

would be nice to share what has been going 

on and give you some ideas and activities to 

have a go at.  
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Spring flowers from  

Ashleigh Farm 



NURSERY 

This week Nursery have amazed us with their wonderful home learning. 
On Monday the Nursery children started a junk modelling challenge, we 
have had some very creative ideas so far, such as: robots, rockets, a cat, 
a football pitch, fish, masks and even the paw patroller! Mrs Sprake has 
taken all the pictures to make a junk modelling exhibition, here are 
some of the pictures below - can you guess what they all are?  
 
 

The children have also been noticing rhyming 
words and have been practising their careful 
counting. Later in the week, we started inves-
tigating shadows, to see where the longest and 
shortest shadows are and how shadows change 
- we've had a go at tracing around shadow 
outlines - of toys, dinosaurs and our families!  
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SOME IDEAS FROM THRIVE TO HELP US LOOK AFTER OUR WELLBEING.  

Make up your own 

dance or exercise rou-

tine to your favourite 

song 

Fill this jar with 

pictures and words 

of the things you 

appreciate and are 

grateful for right 

now.  

Sort the recycling 

from the rubbish and 

make a junk model 

with what you can 

find – send us a 

photo!  

Cook something for 

your family for dinner. 
Try out some gentle yoga 

moves.  

 

family.gonoodle.com/

activities/melting  

 

If you find yourself feeling worried or stressed, then try out some of the activities 

in the ‘Calm Zone’ on this website. https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/  

https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/


Reception have had a brilliant week! We have been learning all about 
the rainforest, practising phonics sounds sh, ch, th, oo, creating rainfor-
est animal riddles, measuring animal footprint sizes and comparing them 
against their own, and finding out all about favourite pieces of music in 
our families! Check out our topic learning below!  

RECEPTION 

We have been learning all about different rainforest animals, learning how to 
look after the rainforest and joining in with some creative crafts. One challenge 
was to make a rainforest picture…we wonder how you would make yours? What 
materials would you use? Which animals would you choose? Check out a few 
from the children in Reception!  



YEAR 1  

Year 1 have had a fantastic week. This week we have been learning 
all about Wales. We've learned some Talk4writing sentences and fin-
ished writing our UK booklets by writing these sentences, focusing on 
capital letters and full stops. In maths we've been looking at numbers 
to 100 and playing place value games to help us understand what the 

numbers mean.  



YEAR 2 
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In Year 2 this week we have 

been looking at money in Maths. 

The children have been identify-

ing different coins and notes and 

comparing them, looking at their 

similarities and differences.  

Finally, in Year 2 the children have had daily reading challenges in-

volving researching tigers and sharks as well as listening to brilliant 

stories online titled 'The Elves and the Shoemaker' and 'Chester's Way'. 

Well done Year 2 for a great week of learning!   

The children have enjoyed looking at a 

picture titled 'Flight Club' and then have 

written sentences about the pictures using 

the correct punctuation.  



YEAR 3 
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Year 3 have been learning about angles in maths.  They have been 

counting how many angles different shapes have and they have 

drawn different 2d shapes to investigate.  Some children noticed that 

there was a connection between the number of sides and the number 

of angles.... can you spot it?   

We have also been learning about the 5 key elements that make 

a good film.  So far we have learnt about the setting and the 

story but we will be learning how important the character and 

camera angles are to film-making.  
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Some of the lovely pictures, designed by Mulberry class, have 

been published in the Wymondham Dementia Support Group 

newsletter. We have sent more of your pictures and paintings to 

another care home and everyone is so pleased that Ashleigh 

Stars are thinking of them. 

SPREADING JOY IN OUR COMMUNITY 



We know lots of you 

love David Walliams 

books. Did you know 

there is a free re-

cording of a short 

story every day on 

this website! https://

www.worldofdavidwalli

ams.com/elevenses/   

DID YOU KNOW? 

  

ASHLEIGH SONG OF THE WEEK 

 

This week our song of the week is: 

‘Dancing Queen’ by ABBA.  

 

School playlists can be found here:  

 https://open.spotify.com/user/e4vn0um1rqd17l5p9iaqp8trw?

si=SrnR1MXYSY-M723vmzyQWQ 

 

Turn it up loud and dance around 

and know that your Ashleigh friends 

will be doing the same!  

https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://open.spotify.com/user/e4vn0um1rqd17l5p9iaqp8trw?si=SrnR1MXYSY-M723vmzyQWQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/e4vn0um1rqd17l5p9iaqp8trw?si=SrnR1MXYSY-M723vmzyQWQ


YEAR 4 

In Maths, we have been extending our work on decimals - 

rounding decimals and changing fractions into decimals.  
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The children at home have spent lots of time out in the garden, or 

have built their own robots out of cardboard/recycling or construction 

kits!  

In English we have continued work on our explanation texts, persuading 

the reader that our own robot designs are the best! We have also con-

tinued reading our class book, Frankenstein, thinking carefully about 

the characters and their choices and emotions.  



Year 5 have finished their book - The Polar 

Bear Explorers Club. We've had lots of com-

ments about the cliff-hanger ending!  

YEAR 5 
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We've started learning about translations and have been completing 

activities around fronted adverbials to use within our writing. This 

week we have also been exploring the solar system and finding out 

about a planet.  The children are doing an amazing job of learn-

ing under a very different system!  



 

This week has been amazing. Mr Finch and Miss Stephens have been totally 

blown away by how well the children have adjusted to learning from home. It’s 

been great to see their messages on the google classroom blog as well as how 

they’ve supported each other. 

Our main focus this week in maths has been volume for Sycamore and percent-

ages for Ash. In English, we have been researching and writing a paragraph 

each day on a non-chronological report about an animal they have chosen. The 

children have been uploading some great examples onto the google classroom 

page. In our reading we have been using our ‘Achieve 100’ books each day as 

well as reading for at least 30 minutes in silence.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 6 



Look at how the Spring flowers have brightened up  our 

playground! 

Madame Maillard 
says, “Bonjour!” and 
recommends these 

websites for practising 
your French at home. 

https://www.french-
games.net/ 

https://
www.duolingo.com/
course/fr/en/Learn-
French 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
languages/french/ 
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https://www.tate.org.uk/kids  Use this website to learn 
about famous artists and use online tools to create 

your own works of art.  

 

BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/
zh72pv4  has lots of ‘class clips’ with information 

about famous artists. There are also step by step pro-
jects and inspiration from other artists.  

 

Try watching ‘Art Ninja’ on CBBC or BBC Iplayer to 
get more ideas for arts and crafts!  

 

 

 

 

OTHER IDEAS 

https://www.french-games.net/
https://www.french-games.net/
https://www.duolingo.com/course/fr/en/Learn-French
https://www.duolingo.com/course/fr/en/Learn-French
https://www.duolingo.com/course/fr/en/Learn-French
https://www.duolingo.com/course/fr/en/Learn-French
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh72pv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh72pv4


 

 

When you are in school, you can all use the same devices, the same apps and the 

same programs. However, now that you are all at home, some people might not have any 

devices in their house. So I’ve decided to provide some computing ideas that do not 

need any technology! 

KS1 – Crazy character algorithm 

An algorithm is just another way to say a set of clear instructions. Your challenge is to 

draw a simple character and hide it from your partner. You then need to write a set of 

clear instructions for them to have a go at drawing the character. Once they have read 

your instructions and had a go at drawing it, compare your two pictures. Can you debug 

your algorithm to make it even better? (Debug just means to fix any mistakes that might 

have caused a problems) e.g. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

KS2 – Logical Reasoning 

Logical reasoning is about using the information you already know to solve a problem. 

You are going to use logical reasoning to try and solve a Sudoku puzzle. In this puzzle 

each row, each column and each 2 by 2 square should contain the numbers 1-4. Look 

at the numbers that are already in the puzzle and use logical reasoning to work out 

where to put the rest of the numbers. 

 

  

Unplugged Computing with 

Mr Gately 

 

1. Draw a big circle 

2. Add 2 horns 

3. Draw 2 arms on each side 

4. Give it 2 wings 

5. Draw 1 oval eye 

6. Add a big smiley mouth 

3 4 1 2 

2 1 4 3 

1 3 2 4 

4 2 3 1 

 





The Time We Spring-Cleaned the World 
 
The world it got so busy, 
There were people all around. 
They left their germs behind them; 
In the air and on the ground. 
 
These germs grew bigger and stronger. 
They wanted to come and stay. 
They didn’t want to hurt anyone - 
They just really wanted to play. 
 
Sometimes they tried to hold your 
hand, 
Or tickled your throat or your nose. 
They could make you cough and 
sneeze 
And make your face as red as a rose. 
 
And so these germs took over. 
They started to make people ill, 
And with every cough we coughed 
More and more germs would spill. 
 
All the queens and kings had a meet-
ing. 
“It’s time to clean the world up!” they 
said. 
And so they had to close lots of fun 
stuff, 
Just so these germs couldn’t spread. 
 
We couldn’t go to cinemas 
Or restaurants for our tea. 
There was no football or parties, 
The world got as quiet as can be. 

The kids stopped going to school, 
The mums and dads went to work less. 
Then a great, big, giant scrubbing 
brush 
Cleaned the sky and the sea and the 
mess! 

 
 

Dads started teaching the sums, 
Big brothers played with us more, 
Mums were in charge of homework 
And we read and played jigsaws ga-
lore! 
 
The whole world was washing their 
hands 
And building super toilet roll forts! 
Outside was quiet and peaceful, 
Now home was the place for all sports. 
 
So we played in the world that was 
home 
And our days filled up with fun and 
love, 
And the germs they grew smaller and 
smaller 
And the sun watched from up above. 
 
Then one morning the sun woke up 
early, 
She smiled and stretched her beams 
wide. 
The world had been fully spring 
cleaned, 
It was time to go back outside! 
 
We opened our doors oh so slowly 
And breathed in the clean and fresh 
air. 
We promised that forever and always 
Of this beautiful world we’d take care!  

 

Lucy Gribbons 

A POEM ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR WORLD RIGHT NOW  



MRS MEEK’S WRITING IDEAS 

Write yourself a letter 

about what the last week 

has been like.. Hide it 

somewhere in your house to 

read in the future.  

Start by writing the opening 

“I remember when…”  

Use this to write a list of 

memories, a poem or the 

start of a short story. 

Write an email or letter 

to somebody who might 

feel lonely write now.  

Write a review of your fa-

vourite book and get an 

adult to give you permission 

to put it on Amazon website 

so that other people can 

read your thoughts before 

buying the book  



Music 
Over the last few weeks, we’ve been thinking of new ways of introducing music into school life and it’s been bril-

liant! So we want to keep it going, it’s so great for us to listen to music… Why not choose your favourite song, 

someone in your family’s favourite song or choose some of the recommendations from the teachers in school be-

low! Use the Charanga questions to help you talk about the songs or think of your own. We’d love you to share 

your thoughts on your class Seesaw page. J 

Remember our Music assembly artists are: John Williams, ABBA and the Beatles so keep listening to them too! 

You could even find some videos of them performing. 

We have a new Spotify profile for our ‘coming soon’ Ashleigh Radio which has school playlists for you to listen 

to at home. We will be regularly adding tracks to each of the playlists. If you have a recommendation, then 

please let your teacher know on Seesaw! You can find our playlists here: https://open.spotify.com/user/

e4vn0um1rqd17l5p9iaqp8trw?si=SrnR1MXYSY-M723vmzyQWQ 

 

 

 

Here are some Music websites and apps that you can use at home: 

Incredibox  https://www.incredibox.com/demo/ - Incredibox is an website and app that lets you create your own 

music with the help of a merry crew of beatboxers. 

GarageBand App 

Audio Network https://www.audionetwork.com/ - Play different music and sounds for free 

‘Learn an Instrument’ Apps – There are plenty of these on the different app stores where you can learn to play 

an instrument 

 

Mrs Ellero: 
‘Mr Blue Sky’ by the Electric Light Orchestra 

Mrs Miller: 
‘Walking on Sunshine’ by Katrina and the Waves 

Mrs Meek: 
‘I Gotta Feeling’ by the Black Eyed Peas 

Mr Wheeler: 
‘Hunger’ by Florence and the Machine 

Mr Nixon: 

‘Good Day Sunshine’ by The Beatles 

https://open.spotify.com/user/e4vn0um1rqd17l5p9iaqp8trw?si=SrnR1MXYSY-M723vmzyQWQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/e4vn0um1rqd17l5p9iaqp8trw?si=SrnR1MXYSY-M723vmzyQWQ
https://www.incredibox.com/demo/
https://www.audionetwork.com/


Pyanek, an anonymous artist and photographer, photo-

graphed a number of everyday household items at an ex-

treme zoom, turning them into works of art, this series is 

called ‘Amazing Worlds Within Our World’. 

Can you guess what  these everyday ‘zoomed’ in items are? Write down your 
answers as they will be revealed in the next issue of Ashleigh News.  

Microscope challenge 

1. ______________________ 2. ____________________ 

3. _____________________ 

1. ______________________ 

4. _____________________ 

5. _____________________ 6. _____________________ 



MR WALKER’S MATHS PAGE 
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Can you do a 2d shape hunt around the house. 

How many different shapes can you find in your 

kitchen, bedroom, living room, dining room etc.? 

Were there the same shapes in your kitchen and 

your bedroom? Once you have found some 2d 

shapes, can you explain to someone in your 

house how many sides and vertices they have? 

 

3d shape hunt around the house. How many different shapes can you find in 

your kitchen, bedroom, living room, dining room etc.? Were there the same 

shapes in your kitchen and your bedroom? Once you have found some 3d 

shapes, can you explain to someone in your house how many faces, edges and 

vertices they have? 

 

 

 

Note to parents:  
 
If you come across any ideas in the 
maths challenges that you are unsure 
about these videos may be a great 
place to start.  

 

https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/
parent-videos/ 

https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/parent-videos/
https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/parent-videos/


Have a go at this book themed wordsearch! 
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All you have to do is 

split a page into lots of 

squares and rectangles 

and do a different pat-

tern in each space.  

Why not have a go at copying some of these patterns onto the 

grid on the next page? 



 

 

 

 

 

  

   

   



MINDFULNESS COLOURING PAGE 


