
12th November 2021 

 

This week 

This week we started our spider topic. The children have enjoyed learning lots of spider facts, we 
used information books, the internet and short films to support our investigations. We began the 
week reviewing what we already knew about spiders, the children had some great questions for 

us too, then the children explored lots of spider and spider web based challenges in their 
independent play and learning. 

Meanwhile, outside we have been on spider hunts and have used our investigative and noticing 
skills to closely observe everything spider!  We have talked about how spiders are living things 

and that we must treat them with respect and always be careful so as not to disturb them, their 

habitats or their webs. 
Spiders are a great vehicle for maths! We’ve been practising our careful counting skills to add 

legs and eyes to spiders, rolling a dice to see how many flies are caught in webs, sorting spiders 
and building web patterns. 

 

 

 

Word of the week 

 

This week the word of the week was “weave”. The children learnt that a spider might weave a 
web, and we had a go at weaving our own webs using wool. 

Can you practise using the word at home? 

 

Next week 

 

We will continue our Spider topic – reading more spider stories and non-fiction texts too. 

In our maths we will learn about dice patterns and use the technique of visualisation to help us 
explore the pattern of number.  We will look at, for example, how the number 6 is made up of 

two rows of three and three rows of two. 

We will also begin to learn about size vocabulary and associated language (small, medium, 
large, giant, enormous, smaller, bigger, larger etc), and positional language such as on top, 

underneath, next to and between. 
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Books of the week 

 
Incy Wincey Spider 
Aagghhhhh Spider! 
The Very Spider 

I wonder Why Spiders Spin Webs 
Life Cycle of a Spider 

 

PATHS 

As part of PATHS, to support children’s self esteem, each day we have a “person of the day”, 
who has special jobs (such as helping to set up snack and count the children), they also receive 

compliments at the end of the session. There is space at the bottom for you to write a 
compliment from home and bring it back to share with the class. 

We hope to start this with the children next week, the person of the day is picked so that 
everyone has a turn. Once everyone has a turn, we start again. 

 

Clothing 

Please make sure that your child comes to Nursery with weather appropriate clothing and 
sturdy shoes now that it is getting colder. Please note shoes with laces are not appropriate for 

Nursery as they often come undone and cause trip ups! 
 

Water 

Please make sure your child attends Nursery with a water bottled filled with water only. 

Children in need Friday 19th November 

Children may come to Nursery dressed in spotty clothing on this day. 

You can make a suggested donation to children in need via School money, a payment link will 
be sent out on Monday 15th November 

Please make sure your child is able to manage their own clothing for toileting purposes, where 
possible. 

 



 

 

 

Family Learning sessions  

In partnership with Norfolk County Council Family Learning we are hosting two sessions at 

Ashleigh. These are free and an opportunity for you to visit Nursery with your child whilst 
learning about how to support development of your child and/or younger siblings. Spaces will 
be very limited but if we receive lots of interest we will try to run further sessions. The session 

outlines from family learning are; 

 

Making friends – Thursday 25th November 13 – 14.30 pm in Butterfly room 

Book by 5pm 18th November, or when spaces are filled. 

This fantastic FREE session will help your child/ren to make little friends!  You will discover the 
importance of taking turns, building relationships and expressing feelings for your child/ren’s 

social development, wellbeing and learning. This session is designed for parents/carers and their 
children aged 1 to 4 years, taking part together. 

 

 

Little Talkers – Thursday 2nd December 13 – 14.30pm in Butterfly room 

Book by 5pm 25th November, or when spaces are filled. 

This fantastic FREE session will help support your little talkers!  You will discover the importance 
of stories, rhymes and games for your child/ren’s communication development, wellbeing and 

learning. This session is designed for parents/carers and their children aged 1 to 4 years, taking 
part together. 

 
 

To book a place please email nursery@ashleighprimary.net giving the following information:  

 

1) Which session you would like to book for (if you wish to attend both, please state a 
preference for your first choice so we can allocate fairly) 

2) Name of the adult attending (just one adult per family please) 

3) Name of children attending, including any younger siblings who you wish to 
attend. 

 

If your child is due to be at Nursery that day, they can attend with you, if your child is not due 
to be at Nursery that day you are welcome to bring them in for the session. 

We will confirm your space by email, or add you to the waiting list for further sessions if the 
session is full. 
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Available sessions 
 

We currently have the following permanent sessions available:  

 

8.30 am to 11.30 am: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday 

11.30 am to 12.15 pm: Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday only 

12.15 pm to 3.15 pm: Monday, Wednesday/Thursday/ Friday only 
 

Please contact Monica in the school office at nursery@ashleighprimary.net for further 
information. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Please also see the main school newsletter for important dates. 

Christmas cards 

If your child would like to make/write one card for their class, we will make a display in the 
classroom and will share the card with the class at circle time.  

Please note we are not able to give out lists of names for Christmas cards. 

 

Learning links at home 

 

Each week we will suggest some activities you could do at home with your child to 
support their learning in Nursery. 

 

 Go on a spider hunt – where might you find spider’s webs? If you find a web, notice its 
pattern and what the spider is doing. 

 Can you find out a new fact about a spider and tell us about it? 

 Play a dice game, count the spots and notice the pattern to know which number it 
shows. 
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